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PORCIUS, No. 1. 


BORN and educated a republican, I claim the 
common right of addrefling the people with the plain- 
ne{fs of an honeft man, and with the haldnefs ofp heart 
unecenftions of difenife. Itis a right in. the “fre- 
quent and independent exercife of which, by upright 
and intelligeft citizens, the happinefs asd permaaent 
fecurity of the nation, as deeply involved. The ex- 
ertion of this nght, by the virtuous and the reflecting, 
mu be the more obvioufly neceflary, from the a- 
larming abuiss, that have of late, been praétifed up- 
on the public ear—abyies, to which it will forever 
beliable; from the wiles and the daring views of un- 
principled ambition—abufes, which from the apolo- 
gies, and the plautible arguments they furnith, for the 
deitruction of the beit inftitutions, may ultimately 
prove fatal to the Aberty of the prefs. Lf, therefore, 
it be the urgeat duty of every well-intentioned man, 
to contribute his mite towards preventing the mifdi- 
rection of the public fentimeut, and the poiuution of 
the public morals, J ihall be refcued from the im- 
putation of prefumption or impertinance. But, 
who, that 1s confcious of pure intentions, that is in- 
flamed with love for his country,and is a w~.nefs of the 


thofe of the ftates as that of the union, and the unva- 
ried voice of the people, have proclaimed it as a truth 
not to be queftioned. It in obvious that the grand 
end of the prefs, confidexed as a political guftitution, 
is, that, by.a free difcufiion of public measures, the 
people, becoming acquainted with the views of their 
fervants, andthe real tendency of their adminiftration, 
may exercile over it a kind of cenforial jurifdictton ; 
that the opinions of the people being concentered 
and moulded into flape, and their judgment paffed 
upon the conduct cf government, applanding what- 
ever is beneficial, and condemuiny whatever is hurt- 
ful; the induence of public fentiment may be em- 
ployed to regulate the power and puruy the views of 
the adminiftration. 

The laf part of the propoiition -that the prefs 





“ . ~ . - 7 ad . 7 
foould be preferved free from a gvrafs licsacioujne/s, avhicn 


is a pervertion of its end—is a truth, the etablifiment 
of which is equally interefiing to every unfeigned 
advocate of freedom. Iyuorance is, without doubt, 
either immediately or remotely the caufe of hair the 
evils that afi: mankind. Could men perceive with 
clearnefs, the refuics of actions and events, the be- 
nefits which flow from jultice and benevolence, and 
the horrid confequences of an uncontrouled indul- 
gence of the maligna. paflicns, the world would be 





degradations we every day are fuffering, can be char- 
ged with prefumption or impertinence in appealing 
to the patriotifm and good fenfe of the public? At 
this day, when European vagabonds have afptred 
with impunity to dictate the public opinion—and we 


———— mee 


——- 


have yielded to the infolent affimpticn, with a docil- | 


ity, atmott worthy of vpprefiion. 

The ineftimable benefits that have fprung from 
the invention of printing, not only in the general a- 
melioration of the fpecies, but in extending and con- 
firming the dominion of liberty, have rendered the 
prefs, the favorite eulogy of patriots. ‘Thofe moit 
jealous of their rights, have always with reafon boaft- 
ed that a prefs, which is free, 1s, alone, a balanee to 

il the evils of tyranny—indeed, that its exiftence is in- 
compatible with the exiitence of a tyrant’s power— 
that the lightnings of the prefs, like Ithuriel’s fpear, 
would ftrip off the beft afiumed difguife, and expofe 
the native deformity and fhake the firmeft power of 
defpotifm. But, that it may meric to become the 
fanctuary of liberty—that 1t may be worthy of our 
veneration, it muft be preferved free from controul. 
Reftraints upon its freedom—perverting its nature 
and its character, would defeat its important ends.— 
Unpolluted, it is the temple of liberty—its region is 
confecrated ground—and the fortunate people, are 
the marked favorites of Heaven—But thrown open to 
the orgi?s of the licentious and unprincipled—it iscon- 
verted into an engine of hidden mifchief, and difgor- 
ges innumerable evils, proportioned in their magni- 
tude to the abufe of the bleffings the people might 
have enjoyed. How, then, does it become the fource 
of fo many benefits—in what manner—does it come 
to comnmad the admiration, the love, and the jeal- 
ous defence of patriots and good men? This enqui- 
ry, will draw after. A number of interefting conte- 
quences, and in the fequel will compel me to unfold 
a fcene of iniquity, which may well make us trem- 
ble for the fecurity of our liberties. I propefe, then, 
to maintain, that the happinefs and freedom of the 
ftate, demand, that the prefs be preferved free—not 
only from the direé reftraints of government, but, free 
from a grofs liceacioufne/s, which is a perverfion of its 
end. 

To the firit part of this propofition, that the 
prefs fhould be independent of the immediate con- 
troul of any political power, we have too univerfally 
affented, to require that it fhould be elaborately fup- 
ported by argument. All our conftitutions, as well 


no loager dishgured by violence and diforder; laws 
and political power would themfelves be ufelefs, and 
confegucnjly every engine for preventing or curtail- 
ing their evils. Every vicious man would be robbed 
of his motives to villainy, fince mankind, well in- 
Cepéted im -th-ir-deteret end cheir duties, would 
caufe his iniquitous projects only to revert upon his 
own head. The liberty of the prefs, then, is to be 
valued by every lover of his country, as it ts the 
mean of diffuting knowledge of every defcription, 
not only in morals and in tafte, in whatever concerns 
the interefts of agriculture, commerce and manufac- 
tures, but efpecially as imparting to every member 
of the ftate, political truth, as inculcating their du- 
ties as men and as citizens, as infuling into them a 
pure fpirit of patrictifm, av ardent attachment to 
the laws and conftitution of their country, and alfo, 
as infpiring on the one hand, at once their refpe& 
and love for men, who combine probity with talents 
in awakening indignation and a jealous fpirit of re- 
fiftance againft the daring or the fecret combinations 
of their calumniators. The prefs, calculated thus 
to enlighten, to guide the morals, to ftimulate the 
induftry of the people, in the hands of unprincipled 
men, it becomes a de&rudtive engine, the moft nox- 
ious of poifons. 

The mafs of the people, cut off from fo many ave- 
nues to knowledge, they receive its productions with 
all the eagernefs of curiofity, and all the credulity of 
uncorrupted hearts. With the effufions of our daily 
prints they are chiefly converfant. They regard the 
men commiffioned with their condu& as poffefling 
the wideft range of information, and as animated only 
by the love of knowledge, and the defire of impart- 
ing it toothers. In the honefty of their hearts, they 
recognize no motive fo deteftable, as the defire of giv- 
ing currency to falfhood, and {preading the contagion 
of vice. They find it difficult to conceive, that na- 
ture ever formed a heart fo bafe, as to be eapable, 
even from education and the moft inveterate habits of 
iniquity, of attempting to corrupt the fentiment, to 
debafe the morals, and deftroy the tranquility of a 
whole people, for the purpofe of compafling, only 
withthe greater certainty, anindividual villainy. Eafy, 
therefore, of belief, their paffions are without diffi- 
culty blown into a flame by the machinations of well- 
informed and experienced knaves. The tranquility 
of the ftate, is thus, in fome meafure, held at the 





know, but too well, how to difturb it. The falf 

exhibition of a fingle fact, ficilfully fabricated, and 

cireylated with induftyy, may i and, 
avonfe the anxigty andalarms of a whol eemmunity. 

dw much more dreadful evils may. be effetted 
by a well-connedted fyftem of fraud and iniquity, put 
into Operation by a combination of ambitious, cold- 
bloeded unprincipled men! Suppofe, for example, 
it happen to comport with their views, to blaft, in 
the eftecm of the people, an individual, whofe import- 
ant fervices, whole diitinguifhed talents, whofe inde- 
pendent fpirit, whofe extenfive popularity, oppofe a 
ttrong barrier to the {chemes of a iuuto of infolent 
and alpiring men; to {weep into their own coffers, 
to fccure beneath their awn grafp, all the power, all 
the offices, and all the honors of the flate. Suppofe, 
that by a plot as cecp laid as it is deadly, and ab- 
horrent to all juttice and humanity, they refolve to 
aceufe, with the pretended ardor of enthuftafin, this 
obnoxious individual, of treafon againit the liberties 
of the people. Suppofe they featter themfelves thro’ 
the country, that they may with one voice, take up 
the cry, and fpread it into every corner of the fate. 
Suppofe they procure a gang of villains, unprinci- 
pled as “hemfelves, to aid in manufacturing falfhoods, 
and conjuring up falpicions, to deceive and agitate 





the people. Suppofe, as the mafer-picce of then 
nefarious project, they bribe into their fervice, by 
money, or by the promife of sewards, diinGtions, 
and protections, a profligate editor, a man governed 
by no fentiment of delicacy or honor, who ftovs at 
{ no atrocities, who is reftrained by no regard for the 
peace and happinels of a country—not his own. 
That it be the office of this grand artificer of lies, to 
make the explofion of the grand magazine of calum- 
ny. that had been ftored with fuch diabolical induftry 
—Callous himfelf to the horrors of rcmorfe, fuppofe 
his brazen front be employed to affume all the malig. 
nant effufions of thofe members of the confpiracy, 
who are lefs impenetrable to fhame, and Ic{s familiar 
with the frightful forms of vice—That, like a blood- 
hound he be kept in feeding to hunt down every man 
of independent fpirit who nobly dares to crofs the 
track of his ambitious matters, and that to aid his fa- 
gacity there, be diftributed at convenient diltances, 
curs of an inferior breed, not only to enfure the de- 
ftruction of the moft offenfive obje&, but to beat up 
all who furnifh him a ‘helter again& their hungry 
vengeance. Can it be imagined that any virtue, that 
any talents, that any prudence, without the aid of the 
independent and enlightened members of the com- 
munity, and perhaps a concurrence of fortunate 
events, can ward off fo infidious, fo multiplied, fo 
powerful an affault? Are not our greateft and muit 
deferving citizens liable thus to fink under the ftabs 
of ambitious confpirators, victims of a cenfure falicly 
beftowed? Can a ftate of foctety where fuch infa- 
‘mies are tolerated, be regarded as hopeful, by men 
who have any concern for their peace of mind, and 
who cherifh the ambition of maintaning an unfullied 
name? Does it not become every man who values 
perfanal fecurity and honor, who confiders as beyend 
a!! price, the liberties, the peace, and happinefs of his 
country, to employ his example and his efforts in coun- 
teracting a confpiracy, at once fo ungenerous, fo un- 
juft, fo alarming to the beft hopes and expectations 
of freemen? Will not a timid filence, a fhrinkin 
from the refcue of an injured citizen, argue a pulll- 
lanimity which wili infallibly attra&, and will. be 
worthy only of opprefhon ? T am ¢ ompelled 
to ftop abruptly, and muft defer til a fecond, 
obfervations which this uun:ber fhould have con. 
prifed. 





PORCIUS, 





mercy of villains, who, poffefling fuch ample means, | 
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TO TOBY TICKLER, EsQ. 
Dear Toby, ee 
1 HAVE heard with infinite pleafure, that the 


intereft and attention of a generous public have been: 


promptly excited and irrefiitably attrated by thofe 
jearned labors of our countrymen, which, with your 
friendly affiftance, I had the honor, in the former 
part of the week, of announcing to the world. 

The ingenious productions of our native authors, 
have been the only-themes of converfation in all our 
polite affemblies fince your notice of their publica- 
tion ; and the diverfity of their feveral merits has 
afforded conftant topics for difcuffion amongit men of 
judgment in {cience, and tafte in criticifm, ever ince 
they firft recefved the fanction of your approbation. 

i feel ayfdf therefore, in a high degree engowrag- 
ed, not only to proceed in the execution of my plan 
to the fartheft limits of its firt conception, but even 
to extend the original bounds of its propofal, fo far 
as to recommend, the infant exertions of our fellow- 
citizens for the cultivation of the Fine Arts, to the 
fame encouragement and patronage. For this pur- 
pofe Ihave enclofed for publication, two feveral cata- 
locues which have been handed to me by a young 
artilt of great tatte and genius :—-The one, contain- 
ing an account of the late valuable additions to the 
Shakefpeare Gallery ; and the other, a lift of thofe 
original pi@ures which have been collected and ef- 
tablithed asthe foundation ofa fimilar inititution. 

If the Academy of Arts already afford (as a di- 
rector diftinguifhed for his improved tafte, and prac- 
tical experience, has frequently ailerted) the beft 
{chool for feulpture beyond the precinéts of Paris, 
the capital of modern Europe; you will eafily be 
convinced, my dear fir, by an attentive perufal of 
the originals of the Shakefpeare collection, and the 
Pardemonian Gallery, that the ‘ Americar Acade- 
my”’ will, before the revolution of many years, dif- 
pute the palm of excellence in painting, with the 
{chools of London, ef Paris, and of Rome. 

Iam, dear Coufin, 
Your’s moft courteoufly, 
TOUCHSTONE TICKLER. 
— . 
CHARACTERISTIC PORTRAITS, 
Lately added to the Shakcfocare Gallery. 

No. 1. The Ariftocratic Compact, an allegorical 
painting in water colours. The back ground and 
draperv, executed by D. W.C. the figures by that 
prontfing artit, Morgan Rattler. 

a Shall fall, 
And like the bafelefs fabric of a wifion, 
Leave not a wreck behind.” 





“We are joined with none but nobility; fuch as 
will ftrike fooner than drink, and drink foaner than 
pray: and yet I lie, for they pray continually to 
their faint, the commonwealth ; or rather, not pray 
to her, but prey on her ; for they ride up and down 
on her, and make her their booty.”’—-Hen. IV. 

No. 2. A ftriking likerefs of that cclebrated come- 
dian, Mr. Lewis,as Autolicus.——* Iam known to 
be humorous, and to love a glafs of hot qwine without 
one drop of allaying Tiber in it.” 

N. B. The laft and beft editor of Shakefpeare is 
inclined to expunge the words hot qwine, and fubfti- 
tute champaign—the laft is certainly more in cha- 
racter. 


No. 3. An expounder of the prophecies, in the 
robes of a Turkifh Mufti. 


‘* And fee a prayer-book in his hand, 
True ornament to know a holy man.” 
«Tis a very fine thing to be father-in-law 
To a very magnificent three-tail’d Bathaw— 
Oa perquifites I lay my paw, &c.”’ 


No. 4. A highly colored portrait of his honor, | 


the Mayor of Garratt, as he appeared in the charac- 
ter of Capt. Bobadil, in the tragi-comedy of the 
bloody bufinefs, lately performed with unbounded ap- 
plaufe at a private theatre in the neighborhood of 
thés city. 
“ And telling me ’twas great pity, fo it was, 
This villainous falt-petre fhould be digg’d ~ - 
Out of the bowels of the harmlefs earth—- 
And but for thefe vile guns 
He would himfelf have been 2 warrior.” 


| | “ Why he ftalks up and down, like a peacock, 


THE CORRECTOR. 


bites his lip with a politic regard, as who fhould fay, 
there were wit in his head; and fo perhaps there is, 
bit it lies coldly in him, as fire does in flint which 
will not fhew without knocking.” 

No. 5. A medallion containing the L n 
arms; fupporters, two judges; creft; a fhip in dif- 
trefs; motto, Spero melioray-i. €. more offices and 
better ones. 

No. 6. An ourang-outang painted by a nght 
learned clerk. : 

“‘__ Beware of yonder beaft— . 

Look, when he fawns, he bites, and when he bites, 

His venom tooth will rankle to the death ; 

Sin, death, and hellhave fet their marks upon him.” 


* Ul not meddle with copf{cience, it is a dangerous 
thing —a man cannot lie, but it accufeth him 3 aman 
cannot /wear, but it checks him.”’ 

No. 7. A remarkably fine head of fulian tlre 
apoftate, by Sir A. S. F. R.S. 


‘The high permiffion of all-ruling Heaven, 
Left him at large to his own black defigns 
That with reiterated crimes he might 

Heap on himfelf deftru€tion ; while he fought 
Evil to others.”’ 

No. 8. Mr. R. Re—r, in the character of Gra- 
tiano. ‘* Gratiano foeaks an infinite deal of no- 
thing—his reafons are as two grains of wheat hid in 
two bufhels of chaff ; you may fearch all day ere you 
find them ; and then they are not worth the fearch.”’ 

No. 9. The fame ludicrous performer as Dicky 
Gofling.—* I likes to go out ven I’m drefled in my 
matter’s cloaths—cafe vy, I looks a little like him, 
and every body thinks I’m fome great man.” 

No. 10. A Maryland quack doctor, intended as 
a companion print to that of the Scribe, by T D> 
F. R. S. 


** ] do remember an apothecary— 

Culling of fimples, meagre were his looks, 
Sharp mifery had worn him to the bone— 
And if aman did need a poifon now, 


¢ 








No. 3. An admirably well finifhed full length 
portrait of Belial. By the hon. J A Zs 
an artift of much experience and confiderable prac- 
tice in foreign {chools. 

i On +h” other fide uprofe . 
Belial, in act more graceful and humane; 
A fairer perfon loft not heaven; he feem’d 

For dignity compef’d and high exploit: 

But all was falfe and hollow; though his tongue 
Dropt manna, and. could make the worie appear 
The better reafon, to perplex and dafh 
Matureft counfels: for his thoughts were low; 
To vice induitrious, but to nobler deeds 

Timorous and flothful: yet he pleai’d the ear.” 

No. 4. “ The loweit fpirit of Hell,’? an exact 
copy of the ineftimable original. By T—s W. ‘ 











“____. The leait erected {pirit that fell 
Frem heav’a, for e’en in heav’n his looks and 
thoughts 


Were always downcaft bent, admiring more 
The riches of heav’n’s pavement, tfodden gold, 
Than ought divine or holy elle enjoy’d 


In vifion beatific: 
“ce 








than whoni.a fpirit more lew’d 
Breath'd not in hell, or more grofs to love 
Vice for itfelf : - 

No. 5. Reprefents the ferpent biting the heel of 
the woman’s feed. By J—sC m, a foreign ar- 
tilt of great notoriety, chiefly celebrated for his 
fill in Aead-pteces. ‘This branch of his art he has 
however totally neglected, having refolved to con- 








' fine himfelf, for the future, to allegorical fubjects 


in the dorrid ftyle. 
“ A ferpent arm’d 
With mortal fting : about his middle round 
A cry of hell-hounds never ceafing bark’d, 
A hideous peal ; yet, when they lift, would creep, 
If augiit difturb’d their noife, into his breatt, 
And kennel there, yet there ftill bark’d and 
howi’d 

Within unfeen.”’ 

No. 6. Beelzebub’s remonftrance at the breaking 








Here lives a caitiff wretch, would fell him one. 
Being holiday the wegpar’s thop ice fhut.” 
ORIGINAL PICTURES, 

By American artifts, lately cftablifhed and colled- 
ed as the foundation of an inftitution, to be denominated 
the PANDAMONIAN GALLERY. 

No. 1. Is a fuperb painting of the Arch Fiend, 
feated upon his royal throne at the opening of the 
Council. From the youthful hand and promifing 
pencil of D— W—t C n. 

‘¢ High on the throne of royal flate-—— 
Satan exalted fat, by merit raif’d 

To that bad eminence; and from defpair 

Thus high uplifted beyond hope, afpires 
Beyond thus high, infatiate to purfue 

Vain war with heav’n, and by fuccefs untaught, 
His proud imaginations ftill difplay’d.”’ 

There is one objection that the connoifleurs have 
made in this piece, in which we feel fome difpofition | 














to concur, namely, that Mr. C n’s reprefenta- 
tion of the arch enemy is deficient in /pirit and in | 
majefty; but in the expreffion, he has been univer- 
fally allowed to have excelled, if poffible, the malig- 
nity of the devil himfelf. 

No. 2. Moloch fpeaking in the Council. By Mr. 
A——e —r, an artift who has exhib:ted in ma- 
ny rival academies. 
ce a 








Moloch, fcepter’d king, 
Stood up, the ftrongeft and the fierceft fpirit 
That fought in hell, now -fiercer by defpair : 
His truft was with his leader to be deem’d 
Equal in ftrength, and rather than be lefs, 
Car’d not to be at all; ”9 





* The character of Moloch is admirably preferved 
in all its circumftances; aud the expreffion full of 
that fire and fury which diftinguih this fpirit from 
his compeers. It may be worth while to obferve, 
that Milton has reprefented this violent impetuous 
{pirit as the firf that rifes in the council. All the 





fentiments with which he fupplies him, are rafh, au- 
dacious, and defperate—becoming the bitternefs of | 





this implacable fiend.”’~- Addifon on Milton. 


up of Pandemonium. By a veteran artift, who de- 
fires his name hegceforward to be conceal’d. 

‘© Whics, when Beelzcbub perceived, than whom 

Satan except, none higher fat, with grave 

Afpeét he rofe, and in his rifing feem’d 

A pillar of ftate ; deep on his front engraven 

Deliberation fat and public care ; 

And princely counfel in his face yet fhone, 

Majeftic though in rum.” 

—«t > ta 
TO TOBY TICKLER, Esq. 
Sir, 
THE fapient Editor of fome village Gazette dif- 


| covered not long ago that the friends of Col. Bur, 


in this ftate, amounted to the precife number of Jixty- 
nine. As the Citizen has adopted this calculation, 
there can be little reafon to doubt it’s accuracy. If 
this be really the cafe, the Burrite mutt certainly 
be a moft fingular animal, and worthy the attentive 
examination of every Naturalift: the moft remark- 
able phenomenon in his con{truétion, is, that he ap- 
pears to poffels the power of inffantancous felf propaga- 
tion, {fo long fuppofed to be peculiar to the Polypus. 

“Cut the Polypus,” fays a natural hiftorian, 
‘into a dozen parts, and inftead of deftroying the 
animal, you produce twelve diftin@ animals.” That 
the fame fingularity i ebfervable in the Aurrite 
may eafily be proved. A few evenings ago, about 
ten or twelve of thefe fingular beings affembled at the 
Mechanic Hall. They foon proceeded to bufinefs, 
that is to fay, they divided themfelves into upwards 
of feven hundred and fifty parts, each of which bore 
the human figure, and appeared to poffefs-moft of 
the faculties of rational creatures. A fill more 
wonderful circumitance in the Natural Hiftory of 
this extraordinary non-defcript, is, that a large pro- 
portion of thefe animated parts are poffeffed of free- 
holds; and it is not improbable that at the enfuine 
Election, the above fixty-nine will be enabled to 
give twenty-fve or thirty thoufand votes for the ma- 
gician, who, has endowed them with this remark. 
able quality. 

fam, Sir, Your humble fervant, 


LINNE, Jumror. 
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NEW-YORK, SATURDAY, APRIL 14. 





POON BEHRENS. 


Under the anfpices of that malignant faction, 
which through falfehoods the moft daring and m- 
pudent, is endeavoring to delude the good fenfe of 
the people of this ftate, a handbill has been circulat-. 
ed, intended to injure the Vice-prefident, in a mat- 
ter which, when truly detailed, inconteltibly proves 
his juftice, his liberality, and his prudence. A fim- 
‘ple narrative of the affair of Behrens will expofe the 
infamous mifreprefentations to which the fupporters 
of Mr. Lewis are cbliged to refort in order to uphold 
their finking caufe. This taf is undertaken that 
iuftice may be done to integrity, and that the villain 
who in various ways is afperling private eharacters, 
may be expofed to the hatred and contempt of the 
cominunity. 

Albright Behrens died in the city of New-York, 
in the month of March, 1797. 


Upon his death, a contet enfued for the adminif- | : 
| be at his peril. 


tration of his citate, between a Mr. Tiegen, a young 
German, claiming as a relation, and others, who ai- 
ferted that they were the friends of the inteitate ; the 
refult of which was, that the Surrogate of the city 


and county of New-York, upon examining their va- : .y° "pe ; aoe ; 
y Bess 5 ~ | blifh thei: title, creditors be called in, if any fuch ex- 


riousclaims, awarded theadminiftrationto Mr. Tiegen. 
My. Tiegen being a fingle man, and a ftranger in 


this city, was unable to procure fecurity for the juit | 


adminiltration of the inteftate’s eftate. 

When this difficulty occurred, the late Mr. Me- 
lancton Smith, and others, who were friendly to Tie- 
gen, called upon Mr. Burr. They ftated to him 
Tiegen’s inability to procure the requifite fecurities 
but fpoke very favorable of his character as a pro- 
mifing young man, and requefted Mr. Burr to take 
upon himfelf the adminiftration of Behren’s eftate as 
truftee for Tiegen; to which he confented, upon 
their offering themielves as the fureties. Mr. Burr 
had never been confulted as counfel or otherwife, and 
until this period, had never heard of the exiftence of 
fir. Biegen, or of the Geattrof Mire Behrene. ._In cean- 
fequence of the requeft alluded to, he took out let- 
ters of adminiftration, and proceeded to the adjuft- 
ment of the eftate. 

Soon after this, Tiegen went to Europe to pro- 


cure teftimony of his relationfhip to Albright Beh- | 


rens, the inteltate, in orderto entitle himfelf to the 
eftate. Tiegen never has returned'to this country, 
nor is it known what has become of him. 

Sometime after this one Herman Behrens arrived 
in this country, and claimed the eftate of Albright 
Behrens for himfelf and others, whom he repre ented 
as the legal heirs of the deceafed. 

Upon the arrival of young Behrens, Mr. Burr 
fubmitted all the papers relative to the eftate of Al- 
bright Behrens to his examination, and procured Mr. 
Albert Wilchins (a German who had been in the em- 
ploy of old Mr. Behrens, and to whom Mr. Burr 
had committed the tranfaction of the bufinefs of the 
eftate) to aid him as interpreter, and to give hima 
full knowledge of the whole tranfaction. 

When Herman Behrens, however, came to exhibit 
the proofs of his being the neareft of kin to the in- 
teftate, they did not appear to Mr. Burr to be fo fatif- 
faStory as to authorize him to deliver over the eilate 
tohtm. Ifhe had done fo, and it had afterwards ap- 
peared that Herman Behrens was not the neareft of 
kin to Albrigiit Behrens or that there were creditors 
who had not yet exhibited their demands, Mr. Burr 
would undoubtedly have been obliged to pay it over 
again to the real heir, and to fatisfy the creditors 
whenever they fhould appear. 

Under thefe circum{ftances Mr. Burr informed 
young Behrens ot his doubts.—But faid, that if any 
two refpectable counfellors in the city of New-York, 
would certify that he [Mr. Burr] would be juttified 
in delivering over the eftate to him, that he would 
immediately comply with his withes. 

Mr. Harifon and Mr. Hamilton were propofed 
by the parties. They were furnifhed with a com- 
picte ftatement of the cafe, and upon inveiligz ting it, 
gave the iullowing opinion in writing :-— 
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- OPINION. 

The adminiftrator being a ftranger to the family 
connexions of the deceafed, and having undertaken 
his office at the requeft of a petion claiming te be a 

elation, who is tow abfent, and for whom he may 
be confidered as a truftee, f think that he is not only 
jultifiable, but bound to a& ‘with much circumfpec- 
tion. 

The poffibility of becoming anfwerable for exifting 
debts, and of committing thofe who are refponfible 
for his conduct, gives additional weight to other con- 
fiderations. 

I think, therefore, that independent of obje¢tions 
which arife from the improper execution of the power 
in fome refpects, hé fhould not pay over the money 
without fatisfactory evidence that the claimants are 
the next of kin to the deceafed, gad the only perfone 


| entitled to diftribution. 


He fhould alfo be fatisfied thet ne debts can here- 
after appear, becaufe an application at Bremen for a 
return of the property may be as ineffectual as it 
would be troublefome. 

Under every circumftance, a payment purely volun- 
tary may be <ttended with ill confequeaces, and mutt 


Confidering thefe feveral matters, I think that the 
adiainiltrator fhould require the indeinnity of a decree 
in chancery for his juftification. An amicable {uit 
may be inftituted, in which the claimants may efta- 


iit, and the conduét of the adminiftrator be fanctioned 
by the judgment of a tribunal poffefling competent 
authority for that purpofe. 
(Signed) RICH BD. HARISON. 
I am of the fame opinion. 
(Signed) A. HAMILTON. 
New-York, 15th June, 17,58. 


In confequence ot this opinion, an amicable fuit 
was inftituted in the court of Chancery, in order to 
afford young Behrens an opportunity to prove his 
claim, and to indemnify Mr. Burr in delivering to 
him the eftate. 

The bufinefs has ever fince been in Chancery.— 
No delay has been created by Mr. Burr,as may be 
Jearnt by application to Mr. Ogden, the counfel for 
Mr. Behrens ; or Mr Cooper, ti? niafter in Cirnance- 
ry, to whom the reader is referred for information 
on that point. 

The Behrens have not yet obtained a decree in 
their favor, and of courfe the eftate has not been, 
nor caunst confiftently with difcretion, or pro- 
priety, be delivered over to them. Mr. Burr has, 
nevertheless, from time to time, and without any 
legal compulfion, advanced money to them to the 
amount of about 8000 dollars.—The balance re- 
maining in the hands of Mr. Burr is lefs than 13000 
dollars. 

According to this opinion of Meffrs. Hamilton 
and Harifon, although young Behrens has no efta- 
blifhed right to the property, yet Mr. Burr from 
time to time advanced him money for his fupport 
while in this country, and although no decree has yet 
been obtained, Mr. Burr has paid to the agent of 
Brehen’s family nearly one half of the property. The 
above faéts will be verified by application to Mr. 
Ogden, counfel for the family of Behrens. That 
Mr. Burr has never properly delayed the termina- 
tion of this fuit, but that he has afforded every facility 
in his power can be fatisfaciorily proved by Thomas 
Cooper, Efg. Mafter in Chancery in this city, wko 
has a full knowledge of the whole tranfaction. 

To every mind not utterly corfupted by the arts 
of a defperate faction; the above ftatement mutt 
prove that there is no fpecies of low cunning, of in- 
folent abufe and infamous flander, to which the op- 
pofers of Mr. Burr will not tefort to effeét their trea- 
cherous purpofes. If private chara€ter and public 
worth are thus openly affailed by the wilful malice of 
abandoned men, who does not fee that men of inte- 
grity and honor will be {crupulous of ferving. a people 
who give credence to accnfations unfounded in truth 
and unfupported by teflimony? If flanderous lies 
thus propagated, without the authority of a name, 
are believed, the reputations of every private and 
every public man muft be at the merey of hardened 
INIQUILY.» 


DAVY. 


“* Some fay he is a founding bra/s 
Which JSgnifies dprattling Aj;.’ 7 


Davy is pretty well known as an officer of our 
harbor ; an appointment which he folicited-with all 
duc hun.ility, and in feeking Wich he crouched !:ke 
a ipaniel, to the frieuds of Mr. Burr for their efiiit- 





ance. He -is better known as a litic wai pith, chate 
tering creature, that daily intefts the Colice-huuii. Phe 
light in which Davy is viewed, will be well under- 
fiood by the following true ftory. 1 will net algo 
call it a ferious one. 

Davy fome days ago was {porting his limber 
tongue with more than cuftomary veuom and imper- 
tinence, when a Burrite remarked, thacaviuktce ig 


fancied proiptrity was ulualiy followed by mcaanefs 


Ina moment of gilappoiutnicwt, acd offered to bet 
Davy a beaver hai, thaty a Col. Burr wag elected 
governor, he would within one year wait off ‘hth in 
the moit contrite and humble maurer, and folicit to 
be continued in office. Davy colored and looked like 
a fool—which to be fure is not uncommon, and made 
fome filly reply, expreffing himfelf not afraid to take 
the bet. ‘Tine Burrite then cloted with him, mak- 
ing it dill ftronger. He laid that within the given 
time Davy will wait on Mr. Burr and intreat, upon 
his bended knees, that he may remain in office. So 
ftauds the bet. 

Davy is of courfe the ftanding jeft of the coffee- 
houic : he fkulks among the croud—half impu- 
dent aud half afhamed; every day the news of Buir’s 
Increaiug juccels renders him more creft fallen, and 
onthe whole, the mixture of pertnefs, mértifica- 
tion and {pite, gives fuch a ludicrous expreiiiia to 
the inligmiicant arrangement of Davy’s teacuies, 
that gravity itielf muit relax into laughter at the 
fight. Whenever he atteinpts to give himfcit cun- 
jequential airs, he is always cut duwn with, “ Well, 
Davy, how go’s the bet .” 


Bos again. 


I don’t know how it happens, for T really bear 
Bos ne ill-will, that he is Couliuualy popping is ny 
Way. Hie is a good natured harmicis Kid 01 a tele 
low, and D seally with he would not be io othcious, 
for | have notime to make him appear ridiculous. 
But Bos will keep thrufting that ch UCLKE-HEAD of 
hisinmy way. Ithink however that atter to day I 
mutt give Bos a refling {pell, if he will but keep him- 
jelt quiet. He has lately become a printer’s devil to 
Cheetham, or I fhould not have molefted jim. 

Lait fall when Bos was difappointed of the fhe- 
riff’s ufiice, he alcribed his failure to having {poken 
diirefpectfuily of Cicetham’s paper. A great cr.me 
truly and one that merited hanging. Bog openly de- 
clared that the council had refuted to appoint him 
“ Lecauic he would not encouiage and fupport that 
d—d icoundrel Creethaa.” Lhofe are his very 
words and they procured Bos fome litle refpect and 
commiferation: efpecially as he always accompanied 
them with a long comparifon of his fervices in the 
caufe (of the family ) with thofeof F-/-y Surface. Bos 
has held me in talk by the hour on tunis fubjett. He 
generally chufes a corner of a ftreet. at which to 
harrangue on his own feivices, and the claims of the 
family. ‘ 

Who would believe it ?— after all this Bos has en- 
lifted in Cheetham’s fervice, and was, a few days fiuce 
engaged 1 his office, from morning to night, in fol- 
ding up {currilous handbills to fend in the country. 
Cheetham fays that Bos is an induftrious dog ; but 
being without talents of influence, can only work 
with his fingers, fo he has employed him as paper fol- 
der: Iam told that Bos is paid for his fervices in 
the poor Bewrens’ handbill—which he reads loud 
to himfelf every night before ftepping into bed. 

Cheetham fays that Mr. Burr fent Mr. Richard- 
fon the other day to borrow fifteen hundred dollars 
on a-mortgage of feveral lots; but that the lots 
were already mortgaged and the money refuted. 
Thisis a tre. Mr. Burr has not even feen Mr. 
Richardfon in many months, nor employed him it 
any manner, or made any {uch application te Mr. 





| Gardner, through any other perfom 
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FOR THE CORRECTOR. 


Omnibus bonis coalefcentibus nil timea. Cte. in Car. 


IN‘all free governments a difference of political 
opinion muft exift, which difference, when exprefled 
with due moderation, is productive of much good. 
But to the misfortune of every government, reptiles 
which have been warmed and cherifhed in its bofom, 
imprifon its peace and happinefs. Factious men ex- 
ift every where; fome from a hope of gain and the 
promifes of defigning demagogues, {tir up new fac- 
tions and create new difcord: others from a love of 
unceafing change, difiurb the harmony of the world. 
From this fource flow all thofe evils which affiG our 
country; the flander of private name, and that in- 
fernal fpirit of defamation which views with pain the 
exaltation of virtue, and tears the hard-earned laurels 
from the brow of public worth. To oppofe fuch 
evils as ‘thefe, to chace from government the dif- 
turbers of public and private tranquility, is the duty 
of every virtuous man. And I have always admired 
that glorious fentiment, “ an union of honeft men;”’ 


that exhortation to the good of every denomination, | 


who deprecate fuch fcenes of confufion, znd who, 
though varying in political opinion, have but one ob- 
ject, the good of their country; to form a firm and 
indiffoluble union, that like Leonidas’s band, may 
guard the pafs to public happinefs from the encroach- 
ment of every enemy. Yet this fentiment which de- 
ferves the admiration of every upright man, has 
proved an exhautftlefs fource of calumny to its au- 
thor; under the worde in which it is couched, as un- 


der the cover of Pandoras’s box, has been difcovered } 


every evil. But, is there any thing in its afpeét from 
which a virtuous man would fhrink ? No ; thofe only 
whofe complicated vices would exclude them from 
fuch au aCociation can fear ‘ an wnion of honeft men.” 
When from the chair of prefidential dignity, we were 
exhorted to harmonize our political fentiments, and 
form ourfelves into one great band, the good men of 
either party looked upon it as the approach of a 


that what is virtue in one, is the fummit of crishinality 
in another. When the very fame fentiment and the 
very fame exhortation to honeft men, was given by 
Mr. Burr, his enemies, with one voice, cried out 
*‘ intrigue and corruption.”’ From that moment 
calumny has never ceafed to affail the character of this 
great, but perfecuted man. Every unmeaning defect 
of his private life, for which the frailty of nature 
might have been ample excufe, has been magnified 
into enormity and crime, and every action into treafon 
and defign. But to the honor of our country, thefe 
invaders of happinefs fhall no longer go unpunifhed, 
ner fhall their flanders deftroy the chara¢ter they 
were intended to overwhelm, There are fome men 
who rife in proportion to the attempts to fink them. 
Within the human foul there fcems a fecret and 
elaitic {pring, which inftead of finking beneath accu- 
wulited ‘infult, acquires from the preffure a recupe- 
rasive force, which carries higher and higher the 
name ii aupports. Such ts the character of Mr. 
Barr: the united efforts of good men fhall prove, 
how little avail unfounded célumnies, or the affaults 
of wicked and deligning men. What is there, I 
repeat it, fo terrible in an union of honeft men? 
Would the virtuous fear to entruft their government 
to honest hands? Would they fear that Aonef hands 
Should hold all public offices, or that Aone? hands 
fhould join to prcmote the happinefs of their country? 


To intrigue for fuch an uniatl, is to intrigue for the | 


good of one’s government. ‘But that daring faction 
. which caufes fo much diiturbance at every attempt 

to do good, cannot long be tolerated. Upon the 

walls of the dark and gloomy cell, where this infer- 
nal brood hatch their villainies and their flanders, a 
fecret hand has written theit doom. Good men of 
all denominations who love their country and delight 
in its happinefs, muft and will unite to oppofe thefe 
evils, by ‘ an union of honeft men.” 

In thofe times of political difafter, when patriots 
grey in the fervice of their country, who have been 
yaifed by the free fuffrages of their fellow-citizens to 
high and Honorable ftations are branded with every 
epithet which infamy can mvent, becaufe they ob- 
ftru@ the views or impede the defigns of ambitious 
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men; when the charaéter of every man, however ho- 
neft, who dares declare his fentiments, or oppofe 
meafures which work the ruin of his-country, is torn 
to fhreds and fcattered on the idle winds ; when we 
are every where prefented with the melancholy fpec- 
tacle of widows and children mourning over the mur- 
dered reputations of their hufbands and parents; when 
no one is fecure, however pure his life, however un- 
fullied his name; when virtue herfelf dreads to go 
abroad left the brightnefs of her form be tarnifhed by 
the corroding breath of a flanderous wretch; good 
men of all denominations who love their country and 
delight in its happinefs, muft and will unite to oppofe 
fuch evils by “ az union of honeft men.” 

When a daring and ariftocratic faction, eager for 
dominion and power, treads down every thing how- 
ever facred that interpofes between them and their 
objet; a faction, which to obtain its end, pafies 
through every difficulty and furmounts every obfta- 
cle; a faétion, which confcious «f wicked defign, and 
fearing’ a co-operation of honeft men, exerts every 
energy to deftroy them; whofe dread of the good 
is fuch that ike the horrid Caligula, they figh that 
the heads of all honeft men cannot be united on a 
fingle neck, that by one and the fame ftroke they 
might terminate their exiftenxce. When two epu- 
lent families monopolize all the offices of ftate, when 
places of diftin&ion and emolument are bartered and 
interchaneed from tlic one to the other as interett 
or convenience may demand; the good men of all 
denominations who love their country and delight in 
its happinefs, muft and will unite to eppofe thefe 
evils by an union of honeft men.” 


UNUS HONESTORUM. 


FOR THE CORRECTOR. 


“ By their works ye shall know them.” 


Cueetuam fays, titles are imposing things, afferts 


aga ’ one ; A Si , . » 
millenium. But fuch isthe Mliberality of fome men, | his party are enemies to aristocracy, that they are 


the only true republicans, the only friends of the 

ople. It is, however, worthy of remark, that 
though he and his party ring the charges pretty well, 
on the chime of bells fixed in every part of the 
state; no nominaticn has iffued, but what is headed 
with The Honourable Morgan Lewis, as Governor, 
and the Honourable John Broom as Lieut. Governor. 
This he no doubt concludes, will take presidency of 
the plain nomination through the state, of the op- 
pofing candidates, held up as better entitled to the 
fupport of dignified and enlightened freemen, and 
without concert or predetermination, Aaron Burr 
is pretented as a candidate for governor, and Oliver 
Phelps as lieut. governor. 

The contraft on paper is ftriking, thus party of- 
ten over-fhoots itfelf, and in an unguarded expref- 
fion betrays its fecret attachments, and the over 
zealous imp fhews the mettle of his pafture, or ex- 

ofes his mafter’s cloven foot. 

But allowing them to be honourable men, which 
I find excites a doubt in fociety——let the honourable 
Morgan Lewis, chief juftice of the ftate of New- 
York, and Aaron Burr, be placed in the fcales of 
honour, poifed by the hand of juftice, and there is 
no doubt refting on the public mind, but the hon- 
orable Morgan Lewis, chief juttice, &c. will moft 
decidedly kick the beam. 

As to the honourable John Broome, colonel, &c. 
&c. offered as a candidate for the office of lieut. 

overnor, on the one fide, and Oliver Phelps on the 
other, here Cheetham continues on his flippery path, 
but let him run, he will foon flip definitively, and 
when he does, he will, gaining. his native level, 


‘crawl on the furface, and like the difturber of the 


peace of Eden, fave his head from bruifing, only by 
keeping out of the paths of honeft men. 

A wretch has impudently affailed the character of 
Mr. Phelps, but the bafe affailant muft ‘hrink ke- 
fore the prying eye of a cool difpaffionate people. 
This vile interrogator prefumes to afk, how long has 
Mr. Phelps been a refident in the ftate of New-York? 
more years by far than he himfelf has found in our 
happy courtry, a fhelter from the lath of juftice; 


the flings of confcieree, he is not tormented with.... | 








confcience can never make a coward of him, who 
believes not in nature’s God, whofe foul is feared, 
for purpofes no doubt wifely concealed, and, will not 
be unfolded, ‘until he makes his exit. He is truly 
like the beaft that rofe up out of the fea, upon 
whofe head was ftamped the name of blafphemy. 

His countenance was fpotted, bis feet were as the 
feet of a bear, and his mouth like unto the mouth 
of a cat-fith. 

And there was given unto him a mouth fpeaking 
bafe things and blafphemies ; and power was given 
unto him to continue forty and two months. 

And he opened his mouth in blafphemy, and bel- 
lowed againtt the union of honeft men. 

If any man have an ear, let him hear. 

He that threatens captivity fhall go into captivity. 

He that threatens to kill with a dagger, in the 
unfufpecting moments of fleep, may fink to con- 
tempt in open day. 

He phn os all, both {mall and great, rich and 
poor, free and bond, to reccive a mark in their fore- 
heads : 

And that no man might buy or fell, fave he that 
had the mark. or the name of the beait, or the 
number of his name. 

Here is wildom. Let him that hath underftend- 
ing count the number of the beait, and they will find 
he has not long to live—that his own hand, witha 
well applied noofe, will fettle that queftion, Forthe 
confiftent conduct of Mr. Phelps, we make an ap- 
peal to the furviving revolutionary charafters of our 
country, his zeal and aétivity, was well known to 
our veterans, and the few, if any there be, who know 
him not, argue themfelves unknown.—But let me 
afk Mr. Cheetham, who is the honorable col. John 
Broome, who gave him the commiffion, what was the 
name of his regiment, in what brigade did he ferve, 
where did his regiment ever parade, where did he 
prefent its front, to the invading enemy, or finallv, 
where did the col. himfelf, ever fee that enemy ?— 
Titles are impofing things Cheetham—your intimate 
acquaintance, and clofe aflociation, with the honor- 
able candidate—warmly fupported by yourfelf and 
your party, can eafily obtain anfwers to thefe interro- 
gatories, and if you will, I will acknowledge, yey 
will out-do—all your former out-doings. 


*¢ Doubtlefs the pleafure is as great 

Of being cheated, as to cheat ; 

As lookers-on feel moft delight, 

That leaft perceive a juggler’s flight, 
And ftill the lefs they underftand, 

The more th’ admire his flight of hand.” 
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.5. GOULD & Co. 
PRINTERS & BOOKSELLERS, 
Have conftantly for fale, a large colle€tion of 


BOOKS in the various branches of literature, partic- 
ularly raw Books, together with a good affortment 


of the be& STATIONARY. 
ALSO, 
A complete affortment of Law, MERCANTILE 
and mirirary BLANKS. 
N. B. A conftant fupply of writing, printing, 
wrapping and blue paper, of different fizes, and 
various qualities. 





* * A LETTER-BOX, for the accommodation 
of thofe gentlemen who are difpefed to affift the 
editor of * T'HE Corrector” by communications, 
is placed in the door fronting Wall-ftreet, of the 
book-ftore of S. Govzpv & Co. All articles com- 
porting with the plan of this paper, and free from 
grofs perfonalities, will be thankfully received. 
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